
 

OUR GENEROUS SERIES DONORS  

(July 1 – October 15, 2023) 
 

Maestro’s Circle - $2,500+ 
Mahtomedi Area Educational Foundation  

(in-kind services) 
 

Conductor’s Circle - $1,000 - $2,499 
Liz Kasper (in-kind services) 

 
Concert Master Circle - $500 - $999 

American Legion Kramer-Berg Post 507 
American Legion Post 620 

Drs. Scott & Rhiannon O’Connor 
 

Patron - $250 - $499 
Allan & Cynthia Hammel | Mary & Paul Hoff 

Julie & Joe Molitor 
Best Western Plus White Bear Country Inn 

Celia Wirth Computer Services (in-kind services) 
 

Benefactor - $100 - $249 
American Legion Post 225 | Ronald & Gay Lynn Baukol 

Todd & Carol Benjamin | David & Sheila Bennett 
Susan & Tom Brust | Theresa Carlson | Karen Eian 

Donna Ernster | Charles & Susan Giese | Susan Hanson 
Thane & Blanche Hawkins | Roxanne Hardy 

Karin McCabe & Lawrence Workel | Wallace & Ann Oien 
Mr. and Mrs. John Ramaley  | Lori & Robert Roettger 

Kathy Schwister | Marla Simmet 
 

Supporter - Up to $99 
Barb Baker | Phyllis Ballard & Maureen Tieskoetter 

Lenore Bolfing | Jeff Bowar | Joann Carlson 
Arlo Frost | Sara Hasslen |Karen Holmen | Paulette Jones 

Henry Kaldahl | Andrea Krueger | Kathryn Kufus 
Dan & Kay McCarthy | Kathryn Newton 

Pat & Verne Pickering|Art Ringwald |Karen & Kevin Ritter 
Mary Ryan | Gary Salisbury | Marianne Shema 

Marla Simmet | Kirsten & Roger St George 
Deborah Sublett | Kelly & Chris Unger | Kristi Werdin 

 

To make a tax-deductible donation,  
visit wildwoodartistseries.com  

or scan the QR code below. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.wildwoodartistseries.com/


UPCOMING 2023-2024 SERIES EVENTS 

All concerts (unless otherwise stated) are held in the 
Chautauqua Fine Arts Center of Mahtomedi High School. 
 

Kenwood Symphony Orchestra – Peter & the Wolf 
Saturday, January 27, 2024 @ 4pm 
 

Sing Along - TBA 
 
A Cappella Showcase 
Saturday, April 6, 2024 @ 7pm 
 

 

To purchase tickets - 
visit wildwoodartistseries.com,  
scan this QR code or call  
612-655-6023. 
 

 

The Chautauqua Fine Arts Center provides access for 
people with disabilities. A ramp is available to the left side 
of the lobby. Public restrooms are located off the lobby in 
either direction. Beverages and food are limited to the 
lobby or high school commons and may not be brought 
into the Center. Fire codes prohibit seating in the aisles. 
Our buildings and grounds are smoke free. 

 

WILDWOOD ARTIST SERIES VOLUNTEERS 
 

David Bennett  MAEF Representative 
Staci Bennett  MHS Band/Choir Student Liaison 
Julie Conzemius  Member at Large/Music faculty 
Donna Ernster  Member at Large 
Roxanne Hardy  Member at Large 
Liz Kasper  Graphic Designer 
Julie Molitor  President  
Rhiannon O’Connor Ticket Chair and Promotions 
Lucy Payne  Member at Large 
Rob Pontious  Digital Support/Music faculty 
Kathy Schwister  School Residencies 
Tony Vosooney  Treasurer 
Celia Wirth  Website 
OPEN   Programs 
 

Consider becoming a member of the Wildwood Artist 
Series committee!  We currently are in need of someone 
to help with our Programs.  To learn more, contact Julie 
at info.wildwoodartistseries@gmail.com or (612) 655-
6023. 

 
 
 
 
 

IN-SCHOOL ARTIST RESIDENCY PROGRAMS 
2016-2017  Ross Sutter at Wildwood Elementary 
2017-2018 J.D. Steele at OH Anderson Elementary 
2018-2019 Dr. Scott Agster with Mahtomedi Middle  

and High School Bands 
2019-2020 Kyle Pederson with Mahtomedi Middle  

And High School Choirs 
2020-2021 James Hersch at Wildwood Elementary 
2021-2022 Peter Mayer at OH Anderson Elementary 
2022-2023 Sowah Mensah Mahtomedi Middle  
2023-2024 TBA - Mahtomedi High School 
 

DONORS to ELLEN C. BRUNER PROFESSIONAL 
PERFORMING ARTIST RESIDENCY PROGRAM  
(January 1 – September 26, 2023) 
Thank you for your support of this incredible legacy 
program.  Ellie Bruner, our founder, is so missed.  
Mary Kaye & Greg Anderson | Linda Anderson  
Suzanne & Don Anderson | Dianne Ball 
David & Sheila Bennett | Mary Berg 
Rob & Bridget Bruner | Stephen & Elizabeth Bruner 
Bill and Martha Bruner | Phil Bruner | Susan & Tom Brust 
Merideth Chelberg | Zee & Jay Claiborne  
Beverly & Bela Deak | Beverley Driscoll 
Barb Duffrin & Jonathan DeGrote | Faye Bye Duvall 
Robert & Deanna Egge | Martha & Wayne Ellison 
Nancy & Robert Erickson | Faegre Drinker Foundation 
Tim & Noreen Farrell | Janice & Sigvart Femrite 
Bryan & Angie Gatzlaff | Kenneth & Betty Gibbs 
Mary & Peter Gilbertson | Al & Cynthia Hammel 
Susan Hanson | Thane & Blanche Hawkins | Nancy Holtz 
Dale & Jan Johnson | Steve & Anne Johnson | Lianne Kaul 
Kimberly Klein | Susan & Rand Kluegel | Jane Kyle 
Deb Lauer & Jim Hunt | Sandy & Alan Law 
Renee Lemieux | LaWayne Leno | Don & Lori Lifto 
Timothy & Susanna Lodge | Danielle Martin 
Paulette Medin | Erik & Paula Metling | Judith H. Miller 
David & Karen Moen | Julie & Joe Molitor 
Elizabeth & Justin Nelson | Joan & Dick Niemiec 
Ben & BJ Norman | Rebecca Nunan 
Drs. Scott & Rhiannon O'Connor | Ben & Carolyn Opps 
Mr. and Mrs. John Ordway | Kim & Brian Ozzello 
Kevin Paul | Mr. & Mrs. John Ramaley | Ernest Rogers 
Mary Rutherford | Sally & Alan Ruvelson 
Saint Paul Garden Club | Susan and Larry Schor  
Lee & Jon Schimnowski | Joan Schuman | Julie Schwalbach 
Jonathan Seed | Mary Alice Sell | Marianne Shema  
Kelli & Scott Snyder | Chris & Mary Sorenson 
Bob & Erna Spath | James Stowell | Dixon & Jean Tews 
Kelly & Chris Unger | Debra Venker | Barbara & Larry White 
Kris & Steve Wilson | Donald & Sharon Wright 
Jeffrey & Jeanne Zlonis 

http://www.wildwoodartistseries.com/
mailto:info.wildwoodartistseries@gmail.com


ABOUT THE PERFORMERS 
Joan Fitch has been an accompanist in the Mahtomedi 

schools for twenty years.  She plays for the choirs, 
accompanies band students for solo/ensemble and vocal 
directs, and directs for the theater programs with both the 
middle and high school.  Joan also works with Ashland 
Productions and serves as a church pianist as well. 
 

Julie Conzemius has worked in the Mahtomedi School 

district for 24 years, teaching music and 
directing the middle school musicals. She 
currently sings in the choir and does solo 
work with St. Andrew's Lutheran Church, 
and has performed with Ashland 
Productions and The Minnesota Opera. 

Ms. Conzemius holds a B.A. in Music from Gustavus 
Adolphus College, and a Masters in Music, Music Education 
from Boston University. 
 

Chad Garrels, a native of Fairfield, Iowa, received his 

Bachelor's degree in 1995 from Central 
College in Pella, Iowa, and is currently 
pursuing his Master of Music Education 
from The University of St. Thomas. Mr. 
Garrels' teaching career has included 

classroom, choral and instrumental music education in 
the states of Iowa, Texas, and Minnesota. In the fall of 
2015, he assumed the duties as Choral Director at 
Mahtomedi High School. An active member in ACDA, 
MMEA, and NafME, Mr. Garrels has served as ACDA-MN 
Metro-East district representative, 9-10 Honor Choir Co-
Chair, IMEA All-State Choir audition site chair, and Iowa 
ACDA Honor Choir audition chair. Mr. Garrels is 
passionate about musical theater and has directed many 
shows at MHS. He has also vocal directed and been a cast 
member in productions at Ashland Productions, in 
Maplewood as well as with Fairfield Area Community 
Theatre in Fairfield, Iowa and Van Buren Players in 
Keosauqua, Iowa. During the summer and some 
weekends throughout the school year, you can find Mr. 
Garrels on the slow pitch softball field playing first base. 
 

Laura A. Goucher (Gustavus Adolphus 

College - 1996) is in her fifth year as the 
Director of Bands at Mahtomedi High School. 
Her primary duties at MHS involve 
conducting the Wind Ensemble, Jazz 

Ensemble and Wind Orchestra. In addition, she runs two 
extra-curricular morning jazz ensembles and an extra-
curricular percussion ensemble. She also teaches a guitar 
class, a percussion class, a piano class and AP Music 
Theory. In addition, she conducts the very active 
Mahtomedi High School pep band, which makes frequent 
appearances at state tournaments! Previous schools Ms. 
Goucher has worked at include Hermantown High School, 
Nashwauk-Keewatin High School, and Mounds Park 
Academy. 

 

Oliver Leafblad is a member of the Adjunct Music 

Faculty at Mahtomedi Middle School. He started playing 
trumpet in 6th grade in Litchfield, MN. He went to Luther 
College and received a degree in music education in 2019. 
While at Luther, he participated in Norsemen choir, 
Cathedral Choir, Collegiate Chorale, Luther College 
Trumpet Ensemble, Jazz Band, Jazz Orchestra, Wind and 
Percussion Ensemble and Concert Band. In 2015, he went 
on a month-long tour of Brazil with the Luther College Jazz 
Orchestra. From 2019 to 2023, he taught 7-12 band in 
Montevideo. In Montevideo, he had two jazz bands, pep 
band, marching band, chamber ensembles, varsity band, 
and concert band. 
 

Chuck Linderkamp has been a member of the Adjunct 

Music Faculty at Mahtomedi Middle School since 1993. He 
is a woodwind specialist, teaching lessons on clarinet, 
oboe, and saxophone. He is a member of several big bands 
in the Twin Cities, including the Century Jazz Ensemble 
based in White Bear Lake. He also has been a longtime 
director of handbell choirs at Diamond Lake Lutheran 
Church in South Minneapolis. He lives in South 
Minneapolis with his wife and 2 kittens. 
 

Ashley Olson’s primary instruments are 

clarinet and piano. She has been playing 
both for 15 and 17 years respectively. She 
began playing saxophone in middle school, 
and sang throughout MS, HS, and college. 

She has been teaching middle school band for the last 4 
years. In her spare time, she enjoys reading, being outside, 
dressing up her cats, and learning how to crochet. 
 

Robert Pontius is currently in his 35th 

year as a music teacher. This is his 29th year 
in Mahtomedi and his sixth as a music 
specialist for O.H. Anderson Elementary 
School. Mr. Pontious has been an active 

professional musician singing with the Dale Warland 
Singers and The St. Paul Chamber Orchestra Chorale. He 
also conducts the adult choir at Nativity of Our Lord 
Catholic Church in St. Paul, MN and has held that position 
since 1995.  Mr. Pontious holds a BME and MA from 
Truman State University and an Ed. Spec. from Bethel 
University. 
 

Jen Seckora is the music teacher at Wildwood 

Elementary.  She has bachelor degrees in 
Music Education and Composition as well as 
a Master in Education all from UW-Eau 
Claire.  She has been teaching for 11 years 
and over the course of those years she has 

taught band, orchestra, guitar/ukulele, piano, and general 
music for K-8th grade students.  Outside of school, Jen 
directs a choir at Our Saviors Lutheran Church in Stillwater, 
loves musical theatre, playing board games, and spending 
time with her husband and daughter. 



 
ABOUT THE WILDWOOD ARTIST SERIES 
 

The Wildwood Artist Series (WAS) is 
a non-profit organization that was 
founded in 1990 as a committee of 
the Mahtomedi Area Educational 
Foundation (MAEF), a 501(c)(3) tax 
exempt organization. The goal of 
WAS is to present quality, diverse, 

family-appropriate arts events, and to encourage an 
appreciation of the fine arts in the community. 
 

Over the course of our 30+ year history, performers such 
as the Vienna Boys Choir, Arlo Guthrie, The Shangri-La 
Chinese Acrobats, Billy McLaughlin, Pat Donahue, John 
McCutcheon, Monroe Crossing (to name just a few) have 
entertained and enriched the lives of community 
members of all ages.  
 
The Wildwood Artist Series is run by a volunteer 
committee who contribute their time, talent, and energy 
to bring the best and most accomplished performers to 
the Fine Arts Center stage.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE ELLEN C. BRUNER PROFESSIONAL 
PERFORMING ARTIST RESIDENCY PROGRAM  

 

Ellie Bruner founded the Wildwood Artist Series in 1990 
to encourage an appreciation of the fine arts and to 
support musical education in our community. Under her 
leadership, WAS initiated the Wildwood Artist Series 
Professional Performing Artist Residency Program which 
funds extended residencies by professional performing 
artists (clinicians, composers, arrangers and artists of 
various cultural backgrounds) to work closely with 
students in the Mahtomedi school district. WAS is 
currently able to offer one residency per year that rotates 
around the four schools. Ultimately, we would like to be 
able to provide at least one residency experience for each 
student during their school career. Here is the list of 
talented individuals who have enriched our music 
programs thus far: 

 
 

 
 
 
WELCOME! 
 
 
Dear Valued Patrons, 
 
When I attended the MAEF Zephyr Get Together at Pine 
Tree Apple Orchard earlier this fall, I felt such warmth 
when kids saw a picture of their music teacher and were 
very excited to point them out to their parents.  The kids 
really were happy to see their teachers and I know that 
you will be impressed with their talent today! 
 
The Mahtomedi Public Schools Music Faculty Concert is 
as old as the Wildwood Artist Series.  They performed 
their first show as part of the inaugural season of 
concerts.  Proceeds from the concert are used to provide 
additional funds to the music programs at each of the 
buildings in the Mahtomedi Public Schools. 
 
One of the first faculty performers, Kelly Spaulding, 
passed away and the recital was expanded to include 
funding for a scholarship in her name.  The Kelly 
Spaulding scholarship is awarded to a Mahtomedi High 
School senior that is pursuing a career in the fine arts. 
 
I am so pleased that Wildwood Artist Series can bring this 
unique concert to our community and that we have 
continued the tradition of supporting school music 
programs and students for over 33 years. 
 
Thank you for supporting music programs in Mahtomedi 
Public Schools and enjoy the show! 

 
Julie Molitor 
President, Wildwood Artist Series 

 

 
 

 
 


